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The effectiveness of Using Instructional Blogs in
Improving Qassim University Students’
Achievement and Their Attitudes

towards Them

Prepared By
Fawziya Abdullah Al Madhouni

Lecturer at the Department of Media and Instructional Technology

Buriada Faculty of Education
Abstract

The present research aims at investigating the effectiveness of using
instructional blogs in improving Qassim University students’ academic
achievement, and also their attitudes towards the instructional blogs .

The research problem is defined in seeking answers to the following main
question :

What is the effectiveness of using instructional blogs in improving
Qassim University students’ academic achievement, and their
attitudes towards instructional blogs?

The following questions emerge from the main one:

1- What are the criteria suggested for designing instructional blogs ?

2- What is the effectiveness of using instructional blogs in developing
Qassim students’ academic achievement ?

3-What are the attitudes of Qassim University students towards



instructional blogs?

The descriptive research method, which is based on content analysis was
used in the present study after it was redesigned electronically. The quasi
experimental research design based on ( pre —post experiment designy for
two groups (experimental and controly was also used .

The experimental group studied the selected chapters using the
instructional blogs. The control group students studied the same content
through the traditional lecture method. The research sample comprised (72,
students selected randomly from among the sixth level English Department
students in the Faculty of Literatures and Sciences in Buraida . They were
divided into one control and another experimental group.

To achieve the research aims, the researcher prepared the following
mstruments:

1-An achievement test in the instructional media and technology course

2- An attitude scale to measure the students’ attitudes towards
instructional blogs and their uses in instruction.

The achievement test was administered to both groups twice, i.e. Pre- as
well as post course implementation.

Research results revealed the following findings:

1-There 1s a statistically significant difterence (at the 0.05 level y between
the mean scores of the experimental group students and the control group

students in favor of the experimental group in the academic achievement test



about individualized instruction .

2-There 1s a statistically significant difference (at the 0.05 level ) between
the mean scores of the experimental group students and the control group
students in the academic achievement test about the innovative instructional
technology chapter in favor of the experimental group.

3 -There i1s a statistically significant difference (at the 0.05 level )y between
the mean scores of the experimental group and the control group students in
the comprehensive achievement test in favor the experimental group.

4-There 1s a statistically significant difference (at the 0.05 level y between
the experimental group students’ pre and post mean scores in attitude scale
in favor of the post administration.

Based on previous findings, the researcher recommended the following:

1y Holding Training sessions to enlighten the teaching staft at universities
and encourage them to take advantage of blogs to facilitate and improve the
educational process .

2y Faculty members should have blogs containing scientific content of
each chapter, students' grades and announcements. A committee of subject
specialists and educators should assess its compliance to technical and
educational standards and censor it.

3y Adding topics dealing with Web 2.0 technologies and their
applications to the Educational Methods and Techniques curriculum at

universities and training students to use them effectively.



4y Taking advantage of the criteria reached through the current research
,which should be available in the educational blog, to create a guidebook for
the teaching staff to design their own blogs.

5) Paying more attention to the use of the educational blogs in all stages
and courses. This is to reduce the educational problems that may impede the
educational process.

6y Introducing Portfolio as an assessment methods in higher education,
and raising the awareness of the teaching staft of its, as the current research
shows, importance in presenting, organizing and assessing students'
achievements.

Tags (web2,0, instructional blogs, Attitudes towards instructional blogs,

criteria of design of instructional blogs)
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