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Abstract

E-Learning Instructional Design Principles

in Light of Connectivism

The current research paper tackles the connectivism theory proposed by George
Siemens (2004) as a plausible theory for learning in the digital age as well as its practical
implications for e-learning instructional design. Essentially, the researcher divided her paper
into two main sections. The first part focuses on providing a theoretical background for
Connectivism including its basic concepts and criticisms against other previous learning
theories, i.e. Behaviorism, Cognitivism and Constructivism, highlighting the pressing need
for its formulation. Moreover, it sheds more light on the core principles of Connectivism, its
perspective of various human learning processes, and Connectivism as an indispensable basic
theory for explaining the nature of learning at the e-learning 2.00 era. The second part of this
paper deals with various practical implications of Connectivism in the field of e-learning
instructional design, especially in the following five major dimensions, namely: (1)
instructional goals; (2) content; (3) learning environment; (4) learning activities; and (5)
assessment techniques. Finally, the researcher concluded her paper with some suggestions

and recommendations for practitioners in the field.

Keywords: Connectivism — Instructional Design — E-Learning 2.0 — Web 2.0
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